
COMMITTEE ON LEGISLATIVE RESEARCH
OVERSIGHT DIVISION

FISCAL NOTE

L.R. No.: 1738-01
Bill No.: HB 978
Subject: Drugs and Controlled Substances; Crimes and Punishment; Probation and Parole
Type: Original
Date: February 23, 2015

Bill Summary: This proposal requires the Board of Probation and Parole to authorize the
release of any offender who is incarcerated on August 28, 2015 and who is
serving a life sentence without parole for marijuana offenses.

FISCAL SUMMARY

ESTIMATED NET EFFECT ON GENERAL REVENUE FUND

FUND AFFECTED FY 2016 FY 2017 FY 2018

Total Estimated 
Net Effect on 
General Revenue $0 $0 $0

ESTIMATED NET EFFECT ON OTHER STATE FUNDS

FUND AFFECTED FY 2016 FY 2017 FY 2018

Total Estimated 
Net Effect on Other
State Funds $0 $0 $0

Numbers within parentheses: (  ) indicate costs or losses.
This fiscal note contains 4 pages.
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ESTIMATED NET EFFECT ON FEDERAL FUNDS

FUND AFFECTED FY 2016 FY 2017 FY 2018

Total Estimated
Net Effect on All
Federal Funds $0 $0 $0

ESTIMATED NET EFFECT ON FULL TIME EQUIVALENT (FTE)

FUND AFFECTED FY 2016 FY 2017 FY 2018

Total Estimated
Net Effect on 
FTE 0 0 0

9  Estimated Net Effect (expenditures or reduced revenues) expected to exceed $100,000 in any

      of the three fiscal years after implementation of the act.

ESTIMATED NET EFFECT ON LOCAL FUNDS

FUND AFFECTED FY 2016 FY 2017 FY 2018

Local Government $0 $0 $0
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FISCAL ANALYSIS

ASSUMPTION

Officials from the Department of Corrections (DOC) assume the fiscal impact of this bill is
small.  The DOC cost of incarceration is $16.725 per day or an annual amount of $6,105 per
offender. The average cost of supervision is $6.72 per offender per day or an annual cost of
$2,453.

Releasing one prisoner from incarceration and submitting him to supervision could result in a net
cost avoidance of approximately $3,043 ($6,105 - $2,453 (for 10 months)) in year one, $3,725 in
year two, and $3,800 in the third year and beyond.

Oversight assumes this cost avoidance is minimal, and will not reflect it in the fiscal note.

Officials from the Attorney General’s Office assume that any potential costs arising from this
proposal could be absorbed with existing resources. 

Officials from the Office of the State Public Defender and the Office of Prosecution Services
each assume the proposal would not fiscally impact their respective agencies.

FISCAL IMPACT - State Government FY 2016
(10 Mo.)

FY 2017 FY 2018

$0 $0 $0

FISCAL IMPACT - Local Government FY 2016
(10 Mo.)

FY 2017 FY 2018

$0 $0 $0

FISCAL IMPACT - Small Business

No direct fiscal impact to small businesses would be expected as a result of this proposal.
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FISCAL DESCRIPTION

The proposed legislation appears to have no direct fiscal impact.

This legislation is not federally mandated, would not duplicate any other program and would not
require additional capital improvements or rental space.

SOURCES OF INFORMATION

Department of Corrections
Office of Prosecution Services
Office of the State Public Defender
Attorney General’s Office 
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